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Welcome and Opening Prayer 
 

Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

 
 



Sit 

 

First Communion Prior to Confirmation 
 

The pastor addresses the congregation: 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, in Holy Baptism these young people were born again as 

God’s children and received into His Church. As a further gift of His love for 

us, our Lord Jesus Christ has given His Church the Sacrament of the Altar 

and invites His children to receive this Sacrament in faith for the forgiveness 

of their sins. The apostle Paul reminds us, “Let a person examine himself 

and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup,” and “as often as you eat this 

bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.” 

These candidates have received instruction and have been examined by the 

pastor regarding their sin and their understanding of the Sacrament of the 

Altar. 

 
The pastor addresses the candidates: 

 

P You are about to be admitted to the Lord’s Table. Holy Scripture describes 

the life of the Church and every baptized Christian with these words: “They 

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and the prayers.” You are invited by our Lord to come regularly to 

hear His Word and receive His Sacrament. You will continue to be instructed 

and nurtured in the Christian faith and life. You are invited to confess your 

sins and receive the comfort of Holy Absolution. All this will help you live as 

the child of God you have been made through Holy Baptism. 

  

In testimony of this faith and confession, I now ask you: 

 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son 

our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe that Jesus Christ, true God and true man, is your Lord? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe that you are a sinner? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe that Jesus Christ died for you and shed His blood for you on 

the cross for the forgiveness of all your sins? 



R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper He gives you His true body and 

blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and to strengthen your faith in Him 

and your love toward others? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you intend to continue to hear and receive the instruction of your Lord, 

confess your sins, and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully throughout your 

life? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

  

P I therefore invite you to the Lord’s Supper to receive Christ’s precious body 

and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
The pastor addresses the congregation: 

 

P Parents (sponsors), and members of the congregation, the whole Church 

shares with you the responsibility and concern for the ongoing instruction 

and spiritual care of these young people. I now ask you, will you intercede for 

them in prayer and, as much as you are able, give them your counsel and aid 

that, in communion with the Church, they may grow up to lead a godly life to 

the praise and honor of Jesus Christ? Then answer: We will, with the help of 

God. 

C We will, with the help of God. 

 
Stand 

 

P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, whose Son Jesus Christ loved the young and called them 

to Himself, we ask You to bless these young people. Strengthen them in the 

faith through the Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood so that they may 

grow spiritually and bring forth the fruits of faith in a life of love toward 

others to the praise and honor of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

  



P We rejoice with thankful hearts in your confession of faith. As you continue 

to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His holy Supper, He who began a good 

work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Peace T be 

with you. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Confirmation 
 

The pastor addresses the catechumens. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 

have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.” You have been baptized and catechized in the Christian faith according 

to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses Me before men, I will 

also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me 

before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your 

hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I 

now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge 

the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 

  

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

  

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

  

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 



R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 

  

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired 

Word of God? 

R I do. 

  

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from 

the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to 

be faithful and true? 

R I do. 

  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper 

faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and 

deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to 

suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have 

received the teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been 

absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive 

His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 
  



The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hands on 

the head of each catechumen and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead while saying: 

 

P [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all 

your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

R Amen. 

 
The pastor may read a text of Holy Scripture as a remembrance of confirmation. After all the 

catechumens have received the blessing, one or both of the following collects are prayed. 
 

Stand 
 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great 

goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of 

Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to 

believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing 

forth the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the 

day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown 

of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have 

united Your children in the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, 

cleansing them by His blood. Renew in them the gift of Your Holy Spirit, 

that they may live in daily contrition and repentance with a faith that ever 

clings to their Savior. Deliver them from the power of Satan and preserve 

them from false and dangerous doctrines, that they may remain faithful in 

hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body and blood. By the Lord’s 

Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can make satisfaction for sin 

but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and comfort only in Him, learning 

from this Sacrament to love You and their neighbor and to bear the cross 

with patience and joy until the day of the resurrection of their bodies to life 

immortal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 



Reception of Members by Profession of Faith (4:00 pm only) 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever 

confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in 

heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My 

Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all 

grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the 

Lord. 

  

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge 

the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 

  

P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son 

our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

  

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired 

Word of God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn 

from them and confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 

  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper 

faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and 

deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to 

suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P Do you desire to become a member of this congregation? 

R I do. 

  

  



P Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation 

with your prayers and the gifts God has given you? 

R I will, with the help of God. 

  

P Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are [a 

member/members] of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this 

congregation. Receive the Lord’s Supper and participate with us in all the 

blessings of salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great 

goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of 

Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to 

believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that by Your 

Word and Spirit they may continue steadfast in the one true faith in the 

fellowship of this congregation as together we await the day when all who 

have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
The pastor may extend the right hand of fellowship, greeting each by name. The rite concludes 

with the following blessing: 

 

P The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

C Amen. 

 
The new members return to their places. 

 

  



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

  



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 

sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 

cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for 

the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
Communion is reserved for those who are members of the Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod or members of a church body in fellowship with the LCMS unless 

special arrangements have been made with the pastor. The pastor and those who 

assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first. Then they will distribute it to 

those who cannot come up to the altar rail due to physical ailments. Following 

that the ushers will dismiss the people from their pews to go to the altar rail. The 

congregation will be ushered down the middle aisle to go up to the rail and when 

dismissed from there will use the side aisle to return to their seats. All are invited 

up to receive a blessing. 



Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Luther's Evening Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 

would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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