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As we gather, please take time to fill out the fellowship pad located near the center aisle in 

your pew. If you have any prayer requests, feel free to use a prayer request card from the pew 

rack in front of you, and place it in the offering plate after the sermon. (For those joining us 

online, please contact the church office.) We will include these requests in our prayers during 

worship, and share them with our prayer chain (if desired). 

 

Welcome and Opening Prayer 
 

Stand 
 

Advent Versicles 
P O Lord, open my lips, 

 
  

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Psalmody Psalm 146 

P  Praise the LORD!          

  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

C  I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

P  Put not your trust in princes, 

  in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 

C  When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 

  on that very day his plans perish. 

P  Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

  whose hope is in the LORD his God, 

C  who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,  

  who keeps faith forever; 

P  who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry.   

  The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

C  the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who  

  are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 

P  The LORD watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the  

  fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

C  The LORD will reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 

 
Sit 

 

  



343 Prepare the Royal Highway LSB 343 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002199 

 

Reading Luke 1:5–25, 39–45, 57–80 
 5In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of 

the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her 

name was Elizabeth. 6And they were both righteous before God, walking 

blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7But they had no 

child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 

 8Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 
9according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the 

temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And the whole multitude of the people 

were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11And there appeared to him an 

angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12And 

Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13But the angel 

said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and 

your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14And 

you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be 



great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be 

filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16And he will turn 

many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17and he will go before him 

in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 

and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a 

people prepared.” 

 18And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old 

man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19And the angel answered him, “I am 

Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to 

bring you this good news. 20And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak 

until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, 

which will be fulfilled in their time.” 21And the people were waiting for 

Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 22And when he 

came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a 

vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 
23And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 

 24After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept 

herself hidden, saying, 25“Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he 

looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.” 

 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town 

in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And 

when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why 

is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For 

behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 

leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment 

of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 

 57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58And her 

neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and 

they rejoiced with her. 59And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. 

And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60but his mother 

answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61And they said to her, “None of your 

relatives is called by this name.” 62And they made signs to his father, inquiring 

what he wanted him to be called. 63And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, 

“His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64And immediately his mouth was 

opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65And fear came on all 

their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill 

country of Judea, 66and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, 

“What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him. 

 67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, 

saying, 



68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

 for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

 in the house of his servant David, 
70as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71that we should be saved from our enemies 

 and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72to show the mercy promised to our fathers 

 and to remember his holy covenant, 
73the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 

 74that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 

 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

 in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78because of the tender mercy of our God, 

 whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

 to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

80And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness 

until the day of his public appearance to Israel. 

 

Responsory (Advent) Jeremiah 23:5a, 6 LSB 230 
P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch. 

 
  

 

P In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 

 
  



P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

 

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Miraculous Births: John the Baptist 

 

 



Offering 
If you brought your gift, tithe, or offering with you today, you 

may place it in the offering plate as it passes. We also have 

multiple options for electronic giving. You can sign up for online 

giving at pushpay.com/pay/christlcms for a one-time or 

recurring gift. Direct links with more information are available 

on the church website (christlcms.org/giving). 
 

For those joining us remotely, you may use the electronic giving 

methods listed above, or you may mail your offering to the 

church office (3509 SW Burlingame Rd, Topeka, KS 66611). 
 

Stand 
 

Canticle 
 

P Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

 
 

934 My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord LSB 934 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002199 

Tune: Public domain 



Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 233 

 
 

Prayer 
At the end of each petition, the pastor will say, “Lord, in Your mercy,” 

to which the congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

P …through Jesus Christ, Your son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collects 
P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

 
 

Collect of the Day 
P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Collect for Peace 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 

that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 

being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Luther's Evening Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 

would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 234 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14 LSB 234 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
 

Sit 

 

 



345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB 345 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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