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“A Service of Darkness” 

 
Introduction-  
To impress on the minds and hearts of believers the awful consequence of sin and the magnitude of 

the Savior’s sacrifice, the ancient Church held a special service in the last days in Holy Week, called 

Tenebrae. The word means “darkness”. It comes from the ceremony carried out in this service of 

extinguishing in succession the candles in  the Church. This service is based on this ancient order... 
 
The extinguishing of the candles is to remind us of the events that led to the darkness which covered 

the earth when Jesus hung on the cross. One candle remains burning until the end of the service to 

symbolize that even in the midst of death and darkness, the forces of hell shall not prevail against the 

Light of Christ. 
 
Prayer (To recognize the cost of sin) 

P  “By Thy sweat bloody and clotted!  Thy soul in agony  

Thy head crowned with thorns, bruised with staves 

Thine eyes a fountain of tears, 

Thine ears full of insults, 

Thy mouth moistened with vinegar and gall, 

Thy face stained with spitting, 

Thy neck bowed down with the burden of the Cross, 

Thy back ploughed with the wheels and wounds of the scourge, 

Thy pierced hands and feet, 

Thy strong cry, Eli, Eli, 

Thy heart pierced with a spear, 

Thy water and blood thence flowing, 

Thy body broken, Thy blood poured out— 

Lord forgive the iniquity of Thy servant  

And cover all his sins.”  

  



436 Go to Dark Gethsemane LSB 436 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Opening - “A Look Back”  

P Tonight we would like to look back at that first Good Friday and re-examine the emotions of 

those who lived in that time. Recall in spirit how, as the sun climbs toward its zenith that 

morning, they fasten Jesus to the cross with great nails. At mid-day darkness covers the earth. 

At three o’clock Jesus yields up His Spirit. Joseph and Nicodemus beg His lifeless body from 

Pontius Pilate. Quickly they take it down from the cross and carefully lay it to rest in the 

unused tomb. A watch is established. The Roman seal set on the great stone. It is finished. O 

sorrow dread, God’s Son is dead! 
 
First Scripture Reading - Matthew 26:47-50 “The Work of Men” 

L 47 While He was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With Him was a large 

crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 
48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The One I kiss is the Man; arrest Him.” 
49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 50 Jesus replied, 

“Friend, do what you came for.” Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested 

Him. 
 

  



Comment on First Reading - “Betrayal” 

 P   Forsaken by friends— “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”  The tragic 

events of this night begin, in terms of men, with Judas of Iscariot.  Judas is one of the twelve.  

So for thirty pieces of silver, the price of a slave, Jesus is made available to evil men.  Now 

Jesus is becoming the outcast.  Men begin to turn on Him.  One of His special pupils is giving 

Him into the hands of the enemy.  Is there a greater tragedy in life than to have one, whom 

you love, betray you? 
 
436 Go to Dark Gethsemane LSB 436 st. 3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
Extinguish 1st Candle 
 
Second Scripture Reading – Matthew 26:62-68 “The Charge” 

L    62Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are You not going to answer? What is this 

testimony that these men are bringing against You?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest 

said to Him, “I charge You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of 

God.” 64 “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will see 

the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
65 Then the high priest tore His clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any 

more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy.  66 What do you think?” “He is worthy 

of death,” they answered. 67 Then they spit in His face and struck Him with their fists. Others 

slapped Him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ. who hit You?”  
 

  



Comment on Second Reading - “The Rejection” 

P   His Church rejects Him. Caiaphas, the high Priest, rises and tears His garments, crying out, “This 

Man blasphemes God!”  His Church makes this accusation against Him!  Can you feel His 

heartbreak?  He, as God, nourishes, blesses, corrects and helps His Church against countless 

enemies.  Into her keeping He places the sacred trust of the promised Messiah.  Now that the 

Messiah has come, she cries out against Him, “This man blasphemes God,” and she makes her 

preparations to have Him put to death.   
 
Extinguish 2nd Candle 
 

437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed LSB 437 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Third Scripture Reading - Luke 23:6-11 “The Trial” 

L    6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean.  7 When he learned that Jesus was 

under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 8When 

Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see 

Him. From what he had heard about Him, he hoped to see Him perform some miracle.  9 He plied 

Him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer.  10 The chief priests and the teachers of 

the law were standing there, vehemently accusing Him.  11 Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed 

and mocked Him. Dressing Him in an elegant robe, they sent Him back to Pilate. 
 
Comment on Third Reading - “The People’s Judgment” 

P   Forsaken by His people. Herod will have none of Him. Herod is leader of God’s chosen  

people. But Herod mocks Jesus and sends Him back to Pilate. Has your nation ever declared you 

an outlaw?  Are you a man without a country?  When you try to understand the awful pangs of the 

man who has no home, you begin to feel what Jesus felt that night. 
 
Extinguish 3rd Candle 

  



437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed LSB 437 sts. 3–5 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Fourth Scripture Reading - Luke 23:20-24 “The Verdict” 

L   20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again.  21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify 

Him! Crucify Him!” 22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why?  What crime has this man 

committed? I have found in Him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have Him 

punished and then release Him.” 23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that He be 

crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand.   

 

Comment on Fourth Reading - “The World’s Judgment” 

P   Forsaken by the world.  Pilate washes his hands of Jesus.  He knows Jesus to be innocent and still, 

Pilate delivers Him to be crucified.  Pilate!  The World!  His last chance of appeal, and it is gone.  

Now only the way of Sorrows lies before Him. The heavy cross, the wailing women, the taunting 

multitude, the bitter wine, the thorns, the nails, - the cross. 
 
Extinguish 4th Candle 
 
Fifth Scripture Reading - Luke 23: 26-27, 32-33 “The Sentence” 

L    26 As they led Him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the 

country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.  27 A large number of 

people followed Him, including women who mourned and wailed for Him. 32 Two other men, 

both criminals, were also led out with Him to be executed.  33 When they came to the place called 

the Skull, there they crucified Him, along with the criminals—one on His right, the other on His 

left.   

  



Comment on Fifth Reading - “By Our Hand” 

P   How clever we are to use the law against Him.  For, according to the law of Moses 

(Deuteronomy) anyone “hung on a tree is under God’s curse” and outside the covenant 

community.  Hear the crowd mourn and wail for Him!  Jesus, God’s own Son is forsaken by 

friends, His church, His people, and the world.  
 
Extinguish 5th Candle 
 
451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted LSB 451 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon The Crucified King: The King Forsaken 
 
Sixth Scripture Reading - Matthew 27:45-46 “The Cry” 

L    45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.  46 About the ninth 

hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, 

My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  
 
  



Comment on Sixth Reading - “In Our Place” 

P   And He is forsaken by God.  Only once has this happened in all of history.  Only once has God 

forsaken a man, and that Man was Jesus.  Try, but you cannot imagine what it means to be 

forsaken by God, for lo, He is with you always, even unto the ends of the world (Matthew 28:20).  

That is why the cry from the cross is such an agonizing cry.  This is the depth to which He goes. 

The final separation from God. Jesus takes our punishment. 
 
Extinguish 6th Candle 

 

451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted LSB 451 sts. 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Seventh Scripture Reading - Luke 23:46 “It Is Finished” 

L    46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I commit My Spirit.” When He had   

said this, He breathed His last.  
 
  



Comment on Seventh Reading - “Sadness, Gloom, and Sorrow” 

P   Then, He cries with a loud voice, He bows His weary head, and yields, He gives His life.   

Forsaken by men and God.  This is His supreme sacrifice, for God and for men.  Jesus Dies.  The 

soldiers come.  They pierce His side.  Out flows blood and water. They take Him down from the 

cross.  Gently and tenderly Joseph and Nicodemus take His body down and carry it to the tomb.  

Then, the Passover being at hand, they go to their homes to keep the ancient feast.  Sadness, 

gloom, and sorrow fill their being.  Jesus, the One they love is dead.  
 

Extinguish 7th Candle 
 
P   Behold, one light still burns.  They have not all gone out.  Nor have they forever taken the life of 

my Lord.  The hellish crew—death and the grave—these do not hold Him.  He does not stay dead. 

Jesus conquers. 
 
Return Of The Christ Candle - “The Victory” 

P   It is His victory, His triumph.  We live because of Him.  Yes, in the chaos of the elements, 

through the quaking earth, the rending veil, the opening graves, He lives!  Thousand, thousand 

thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.  
 
Victory Scripture Reading – Colossians 1: 17-22  
P   He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 And He is the head of the body, the 

church; He is the beginning and firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might 

have supremacy.  19 For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, 20 And through 

Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 

peace through His blood, shed on the cross. 21Once you were alienated from God and were 

enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now He has reconciled you by 

Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free 

from accusation.  
 
Stand  
 
All are invited to celebrate this victory Sunday at our Easter Sunday Services. 

 

Some lights are turned back on so that people can see to exit, but the church remains dim. 

 

Please exit the sanctuary in silence
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