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As We Gather 
Please take time to fill out the fellowship pad located near the center aisle in your pew. 

If you have any prayer requests, feel free to use a prayer request card from the pew rack 

in front of you, and place it in the offering plate after the sermon. (For those joining us 

online, please contact the church office.) We will include these requests in our prayers 

during worship and share them with our prayer chain (if desired). 

 

Holy Communion 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but 

his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen 

our union with him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to his table those who trust 

his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives 

and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their 

great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed 

at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing 

from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 

 

 

  

  



Welcome and Opening Prayer 
 

359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming LSB 359 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845–1925; 

(st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 

Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Holy Baptism of Kathryn Hoyt, Kody Hoyt, and Kash Hoyt 
 

Divine Service Setting One, page 151 
 

Service of the Word 
 

  



Stand 

 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

C and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

P and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

C Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

C His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

P The LORD has made known his salvation; 

C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

P He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house   

 of Israel. 

C All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

C break forth into joyous song and sing praises!     

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;   

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

C and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

P and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

C Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

 

  



Kyrie Mark 10:47 152 
A Greek phrase meaning, “Lord, have mercy!” A brief prayer not only imploring 

God’s mercy but rejoicing in it through Jesus Christ. 

  

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

  



Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
“Salutation” is a word from Latin meaning, “to greet.” "Collect" (KAH-lekt), a brief 

structured prayer, usually consisting of five parts: address to God, basis for the 

prayer, petition, desired benefit or result, and trinitarian conclusion. The Collect 

of the Day also "collects" the message of the day's Gospel reading. 

  

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh 

may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Children's Message Matthew 19:14; Mark 13:13-15; Luke 18:16 
Children are invited to join Amanda Adams, our Director of Christian Education, 

at the front of the sanctuary for the Children's Message. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 52. 

  

7How beautiful upon the mountains 

 are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

 who publishes salvation, 

 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

 together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 

 the return of the LORD to Zion. 



9Break forth together into singing, 

 you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 

 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 

 before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

 the salvation of our God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Devotional 

 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 sts. 1- 2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Epistle Hebrews 1:1–12 
A The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 1. 

  

 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is 

the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 

upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, 

he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much 

superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 

 today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 

 and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

7Of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels winds, 

 and his ministers a flame of fire.” 

8But of the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

 the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

 with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

10And, 

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, 

 and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11they will perish, but you remain; 

 they will all wear out like a garment, 
12like a robe you will roll them up, 

 like a garment they will be changed. 

But you are the same, 

 and your years will have no end.” 

  



A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Devotional 

 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 sts. 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Stand 

  



Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through 

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, 

and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 

witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He 

was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He 

was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 

know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to 

all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 

the will of man, but of God. 

 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore 

witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 

after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only 

God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Devotional 

 



357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 sts. 5–7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

  



Offering 
If you brought your gift, tithe, or offering with you today, you 

may place it in the offering plate as it passes. We also have 

multiple options for electronic giving. You can sign up for 

online giving through Vanco at bit.ly/GivingChristLCMS 

for a one-time or recurring gift. You may also download the 

Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app and search for Christ 

Lutheran Church in Topeka, KS. Direct links and additional 

information are available on the church website 

(christlcms.org/giving). 
 

For those joining us remotely, you may use the electronic     

giving methods listed above, or you may mail your offering to           

the church office (3509 SW Burlingame Rd, Topeka, KS 66611). 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
At the end of each petition, the pastor will say, “Lord, in Your mercy,” 

to which the congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

P …through Jesus Christ, Your son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

  



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 

You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 

person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

 

  



Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 161 
(SAHNK-toose),"Sanctus" is Latin for "holy". 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 

sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

  



Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 163 
(PAKS DOH-mee-nee), Latin for "peace of the Lord" (John 20:19). 

  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

  



Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 163 

(AHG-noose DAY-ee). Latin for “Lamb of God.” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first. 

Then they will distribute it to those who cannot come up to the altar rail due to 

physical ailments. Following that the ushers will dismiss the people from their 

pews to go to the altar rail. The congregation will be ushered down the middle 

aisle to go up to the rail and when dismissed from there will use the side aisle to 

return to their seats. All are invited up to receive a blessing. 

 

  



388 Go Tell It on the Mountain LSB 388 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt. 

Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 

 

  



370 What Child Is This LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 

Tune: English, 16th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



367 Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



376 Once in Royal David’s City LSB 376 

 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. 

Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

  



Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Luther's Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and 

I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

 



Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 166 
A final blessing from God this morning before we leave. 

  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

Sit 

 

387 Joy to the World LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 



-- Week at a Glance -- 
 

Sunday 

December 25th 

9:15 am 

 

Worship Service w/ Communion 

Christmas Day 

Monday 

December 26th 

  

Tuesday 

December 27th 

9:00 am LWML Work Day 

Wednesday 

December 28th 

  

Thursday 

December 29th 

2:00 pm 

 

Chair Aerobics 

 

Friday 

December 30th 

          

Saturday 

December 31st 

10:00 am 

7:00 pm 

Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)  

New Year’s Eve Worship Service 

New Year’s Eve 

Sunday 

January 1st 

8:00 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 

 

Worship Service w/ Communion 

Sunday School (children & adults) 

New Year’s Day 

 

Celebrating 

Birthdays: Jesus C. (25th); Marty C. (26th); Wayne B., Jared H., Shawn H. (27th); Sharon 

B., Josie H., Kaylyn S., Chuck S. (29th); Carlos B., Maverick O. (30th); Ben O., Trentan 

W., Sharon W. (1st) 

Baptism Birthdays: Kash H., Kathryn H., Kody H., Holden T. (25th); Greg K., Erin S. 

(26th); Marty C. (27th); Robert P. (28th); Jeanette B., Rylan M. (31st); Harley B., Colleen 

B., Virginia C., Carlie G., Chris G., Sondra K., Lee M., Jayel M., Melissa M., Gladys N., 

Chris N., Hanna R., Chuck S. (1st) 

Anniversaries: Thomas & Sharon H. (27th) 

 

  



-- Announcements -- 
 

Adult Sunday School Hour (9:15 am) ** RESUMES NEXT WEEK 
Romans (with Pastor Ben) – Schemm Family Life Center (Gym) 

Tree of Life (Basement Small Group) – Basement Meeting Room 

A Walk Through the Bible (Women’s Group) – Meeting Room near Gym 

 

Children/Youth Sunday School Hour (9:15 am) ** RESUMES NEXT WEEK 
Children (Pre-K through 6th grade) – Upstairs Education Wing 

Youth (7th-12th grades) – Basement Youth Room 

 

Pastor’s Midweek Bible Study **RESUMES NEXT WEEK 
The Book of Daniel – Thursdays at 7 PM – Basement 

(This class WILL meet on the first Thursday of January, even though that week is 

typically skipped.) 

 

New Year’s Eve Worship Service 
Join us on Saturday, Dec. 31st at 7 PM for our final worship service of the year.  

Sunday worship services on January 1st will be at our regular 8 AM and 10:30 AM times. 

 

Bible Reading Challenge 
Our current Bible Reading Challenge is THE BIG ONE – reading the entire Bible in a 

year! Pick up a reading calendar in the coffee lobby or download from our website. 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Our next Red Cross Blood Drive is Thursday, January 5th. To make your life-saving 

appointment call 800-RED-CROSS or visit www.redcrossblood.org (sponsor code: 

TopekaCLC). All donors will receive a free hot meal and fresh chocolate chip cookie!  

 

 



-- Announcements -- 
 

Baptisms 
We celebrate the baptisms of Kathryn, Kody, and Kash Hoyt during our worship service 

this morning! Kathryn, Kody, and Kash are the children of Edgar and Mary Hoyt, and 

their baptismal sponsor is Cristy Balch. Welcome to our church family! 

 

Thank You 
Thank you for all of your cards, calls, and prayers throughout this difficult time. Please 

keep the prayers coming! – Garry & Lila Niehoff 

 

Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who helped Pastor and his family move to their new home. All of 

the food and the heavy lifting and the prayers are greatly appreciated. It was wonderful 

to see so many people in our church family turn out to help us. We are excited to get 

settled into our new place! Thanks again. – The Micheel Family 

 

Remembered in our Prayers 
Charlie P., Alice M., Luke H., Don L., Jerry M., Jean (Pauline C.’s sister), Judy (Colleen 

B.’s neighbor), Noel (Colleen B.’s brother), Melanie (Sharon L.’s daughter), Ella (Marsha 

S.’s granddaughter), Vikki N., Matt N., Virginia C., Evelyn (mother of Sandy S.), Ted M., 

Carolyn S., Jen (Donna B.’s niece), Barbara K., Garry N., Mark (Carol J.’s friend), 

Wayne B., David (Sondra K.’s son), Kim (friend of the Micheels), Dick H., Penny (Marty 

K.’s coworker’s wife), Betty H., Sammi (Carol J.’s friend’s granddaughter), Burnell M., 

Dorothy (Wayne K.’s sister-in-law), Nick (Hannah M.’s cousin), Chris G., Sharon H., Lila 

N., Mike (Shawn H.’s friend), and others named in your heart. Pray for the Topeka 

Rescue Mission, Chelsea Irwin and missionaries around the world. We pray especially 

for those around the world being persecuted for their faith in the one, true God and the 

suffering they endure. Please continue to pray for Pastor Ben, DCE Amanda, our staff 

and their families as they do our Lord’s work here at Christ Lutheran. We pray for the 

staff and students of Topeka Lutheran School and the Jr. Wildcats. We also pray for 

those who serve in the armed forces, first responders, and for our country and 

government. Prayers of thanksgiving for our Lord and Savior and the new life we have 

in Him. 
 

  



                                                    
 

Poinsettias 
 

The Becker & Skinner Families – In Memory of Leila Becker 

Patrick Campbell – In Memory of Villamor, Nestor, Nolan, & Zachary 

Judy Crites – In Honor of All My Family 

Eddie & Connie Dawson – In Memory of Edward H. Sr. & Ann R. Dawson 

Lynne Dryer & Chase Ford – In Memory of Lura Lee Dryer 

The Holmer Family – In Memory of Terry Holmer 

Barbara & Wayne Kellner – In Memory of Glenn Erber 

Matt & Mel Lang – In Memory of Loved Ones Gone Before Us 

Lynn Lopez – In Honor of Betty Hunter 

Lynn Lopez – In Memory of James Hunter 

Walt & Kendra Malone – In Memory of Walter & Wilma Brandes 

Walt & Kendra Malone – In Memory of DeWitt Malone 

Walt & Kendra Malone – In Memory of Geraldine Ross 

Gladys Neuhaus – In Memory of Allen and (son) Kenneth 

Robert Parker – In Memory of Marjean Parker 

Jes Pfannenstiel 

Kimberly Saxton-Scruggs – In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Saxton 

Gary & Marsha Smith – In Memory of Dorothy LaRue 

Mike & Sandy Swygert – In Honor of Beryl & Evelyn Schley 

Mike & Sandy Swygert – In Memory of Kenny & Carole Wyre 

Andrea & Scott Van Genderen – In Honor of Meridith & Coy Howard 

Melissa Williamson – In Memory of James & Teresa Dodd (her parents) 

Genevieve Wymore – In Memory of Charles Wymore 

                                                    
 



The Living and Life-Giving Word of God Dwells Among Us in the Flesh 

 

The Lord sends out His ministers of the Gospel to make disciples “of all the nations,” so 

that “all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” The Lord has “bared his 

holy arm” in the incarnate Christ (Is. 52:7, 10). The child in the manger, born of the 

Virgin Mary, is the very Word of God, the only begotten Son of the Father, “whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world” (Heb. 1:2). As 

“all things were made through him” (John 1:3), so are all things redeemed and made new 

in Him. In His body of flesh and blood, we behold “the radiance of the glory of God” (Heb. 

1:3), “glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). He 

dwells among us in peace, that we might have life and light and salvation in Him. For by 

His Word of the Gospel, we are born again as the children of God, bearing His name and 

sharing His eternal life. 
 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

 

Worship Attendance – Sunday, Dec. 18th         
8:00 AM -- 70 

10:30 AM -- 70 
 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

 

 

Stewardship Corner 
 

 Budgeted Weekly Needs:     $     8,337 

 Offerings Received – Week of 12/18   $     4,145 
 

  

 Budgeted Needs (Jan-Nov 2022 )   $  397,408 

 Offerings Received (Jan-Nov 2022)   $  384,968 
 

***** 
 

 

John 1:5 – “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.” Through all of our hardships, all of our sorrows, all of our pains and 

loneliness, Jesus’ light shines in the darkness, and we are not overcome. In the face of 

our sin, in the midst of our pettiness, against all our pride, Jesus’ light shines and 

illuminates our hearts and changes us, day by day, into a greater reflection of His 

likeness. 
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