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As We Gather 
Please take time to fill out the fellowship pad located near the center aisle in your pew. 

If you have any prayer requests, feel free to use a prayer request card from the pew rack 

in front of you, and place it in the offering plate after the sermon. (For those joining us 

online, please contact the church office.) We will include these requests in our prayers 

during worship and share them with our prayer chain (if desired). 

 

Holy Communion 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but 

his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen 

our union with him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to his table those who trust 

his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives 

and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their 

great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed 

at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing 

from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 

 

 

  

  



Welcome and Opening Prayer 
 

496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine LSB 496 

 

 
Text: Andrew Reed, 1787–1862, alt. 

Tune: Orlando Gibbons, 1583–1625 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Divine Service Setting Four, page 203 
T Confession and Absolution T 

Confession, to confess to God our sins and sinful nature. Absolution, “To absolve 

of sin and wrongdoing,” more specifically, to affirm God’s forgiveness to all who 

sincerely confess their sins to Him. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  



P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 

and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 

people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 

a sinner. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 203 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 98:7–9; antiphon: v. 2 

P The LORD has made known his salvation; 

C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

P Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

C the world and those who dwell in it! 

P Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before  

 the LORD, 

C for he comes to judge the earth. 

P He will judge the world with righteousness, 

C and the peoples with equity.       

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P The LORD has made known his salvation; 

C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 

 



Kyrie Mark 10:47 204 

A Greek phrase meaning, “Lord, have mercy!” A brief prayer not only imploring 

God’s mercy but rejoicing in it through Jesus Christ. 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

  



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
“Salutation” is a word from Latin meaning, “to salute” or “to greet.” "Collect" 

(KAH-lekt), a brief structured prayer, usually consisting of five parts: address to 

God, basis for the prayer, petition, desired benefit or result, and trinitarian 

conclusion. The Collect of the Day also "collects" the message of the day's Gospel 

reading. 

  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer 

the consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to 

the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15–20 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Deuteronomy, chapter 30. 

  

 15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey 

the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving 

the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments 

and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD 

your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 
17But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to 

worship other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today, that you shall surely 

perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to 

enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I 

have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that 

you and your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice 

and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell 

in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 

Jacob, to give them.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

  



Epistle 1 Corinthians 3:1–9 
A The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 3. 

  

 1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the 

flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not 

ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. 

For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and 

behaving only in a human way? 4For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, 

“I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 

 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as 

the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 
7So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives 

the growth. 8He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his 

wages according to his labor. 9For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s 

field, God’s building. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

 

  



Alleluia and Verse 
 

Alleluia 205 

 
 

Verse John 20:31 LSB 205 

 

 
 

Alleluia 205 

 
 

 

 

  



Holy Gospel Matthew 5:21–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 21[Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 

murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that 

everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever 

insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will 

be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there 

before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and 

offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going 

with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to 

the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out 

until you have paid the last penny. 

 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say 

to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, 

tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members 

than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes 

you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your 

members than that your whole body go into hell. 

 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 

divorce.’ 32But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the 

ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery. And whoever marries a 

divorced woman commits adultery. 

 33“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear 

falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34But I say to you, 

Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by 

the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great 

King. 36And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair 

white or black. 37Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than 

this comes from evil.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

  



Apostles’ Creed 
Creed comes from the Latin “credo” which means “I believe." We confess our 

Christian faith in one of the three creeds (short statement of belief) agreed upon by 

the ancient church. 

  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Children's Message Matthew 19:14; Mark 13:13-15; Luke 18:16 
Children are invited to join Amanda Adams, our Director of Christian Education, 

at the front of the sanctuary for the Children's Message. 

 

  



394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise LSB 394 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, alt. 

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

  



Offering 
If you brought your gift, tithe, or offering with you today, you 

may place it in the offering plate as it passes. We also have 

multiple options for electronic giving. You can sign up for 

online giving through Vanco at bit.ly/GivingChristLCMS 

for a one-time or recurring gift. You may also download the 

Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app and search for Christ 

Lutheran Church in Topeka, KS. Direct links and additional 

information are available on the church website 

(christlcms.org/giving). 
 

For those joining us remotely, you may use the electronic     

giving methods listed above, or you may mail your offering to           

the church office (3509 SW Burlingame Rd, Topeka, KS 66611). 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
At the end of each petition, the pastor will say, “Lord, in Your mercy,” 

to which the congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

P …through Jesus Christ, Your son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

  



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 

Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 

sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him 

our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 

now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 

in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 208 

(SAHNK-toose),"Sanctus" is Latin for "holy". 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the 

incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your 

glory in human flesh. 



We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to 

us. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we may 

one day behold Your glory face to face. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
(PAKS DOH-mee-nee), Latin for "peace of the Lord" (John 20:19). 

  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 



Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 210 

(AHG-noose DAY-ee). Latin for “Lamb of God.” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first. 

Then they will distribute it to those who cannot come up to the altar rail due to 

physical ailments. Following that the ushers will dismiss the people from their 

pews to go to the altar rail. The congregation will be ushered down the middle 

aisle to go up to the rail and when dismissed from there will use the side aisle to 

return to their seats. All are invited up to receive a blessing. 

 

  



843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” LSB 843 

 

 

 
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–87, alt. 

Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, 1820, Harrisonburg 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002199 

Tune: Public domain 

 

610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me LSB 610 

 

 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt. 

Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 

Text and tune: Public domain 



501 Come Down, O Love Divine LSB 501 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bianco da Siena, c. 1350–1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833–90 

Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



581 These Are the Holy Ten Commands LSB 581 

 

 

 
(continued on next page) 

 

 

 

  



 

5 “You are to honor and obey 

Your father, mother, ev’ry day, 

Serve them each way that comes to hand; 

You’ll then live long in the land.” 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

6 “You shall not murder, hurt, nor hate; 

Your anger dare not dominate. 

Be kind and patient; help, defend, 

And treat your foe as your friend.” 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

7 “Be faithful to your marriage vow; 

No lust or impure thoughts allow. 

Keep all your conduct free from sin 

By self-controlled discipline.” 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

8 “You shall not steal or take away 

What others worked for night and day, 

But open wide a gen’rous hand 

And help the poor in the land.” 

    Have mercy, Lord! 
 

9 “Bear no false witness nor defame 

Your neighbor nor destroy his name, 

But view him in the kindest way; 

Speak truth in all that you say.” 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

10 “You shall not crave your neighbor’s house 

Nor covet money, goods, or spouse. 

Pray God He would your neighbor bless 

As you yourself wish success.” 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

11 You have this Law to see therein 

That you have not been free from sin 

But also that you clearly see 

How pure toward God life should be. 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

 

12 Our works cannot salvation gain; 

They merit only endless pain. 

Forgive us, Lord! To Christ we flee, 

Who pleads for us endlessly. 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (st. 1): tr. Joseph Herl, 1959; (st. 2): tr. Michael A. Penikis, 1964; (sts. 3–5, 7, 11): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (sts. 6, 8–10, 12): 

tr. Christian Worship, 1993, alt. 

Tune: German, 13th cent. 

Text (sts. 1–2): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 3–5, 7, 11): © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002199 

Text (sts. 6, 8–10, 12): Public domain 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

  



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 211 

(NUNK dih-MIH-tuss). Latin for “now [let your servant] depart,” from the Song of 

Simeon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Luther's Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and 

I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 212 

(beh-neh-dih-KAH-moose), Latin for "bless we [the Lord]." We give thanks to God 

for everything He has done for us in Jesus Christ. 

 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
A final blessing from God this morning before we leave. 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

  



921 On What Has Now Been Sown LSB 921 

 

 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 

Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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-- Week at a Glance -- 
 

Sunday 

February 12th 

8:00 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 

11:45 am 

Worship Service w/ Communion 

Sunday School (children & adults) 

Valentine’s Day Card Service Project 

Monday 

February 13th 

 
 

 

   

Tuesday 

February 14th 

6:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

Elders Meeting 

LWML Meeting 

Valentine’s Day  

Wednesday 

February 15th 

5:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

WWF 

Choir 

 

Confirmation class will NOT meet today 

Thursday 

February 16th 

2:00 pm 

 

Chair Aerobics 

 

Pastor’s Bible Study will NOT meet tonight 

Friday 

February 17th 

1:30 pm Young at Heart 

 

TLS Basketball Tournament   

Saturday 

February 18th 

10:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)  

 

TLS Basketball Tournament 

Sunday 

February 19th 

8:00 & 10:30 am 

9:15 am 

 

Worship Service w/ Communion 

Sunday School (children & adults) 

  

 

 

Celebrating 

Birthdays: Sharon H. (12th); Bryce B. (13th); Kyilee F. (14th); Randy H. (16th); Kristine S. 

(17th); George F. (18th); Darrell P. (19th) 

Baptism Birthdays: Shawn H. (12th); John A., Ike Z. (13th); Tracy C., Curtis H., Julie J., 

Liz J. (15th); Gary S., Duane S. (16th); Kristine S. (17th); Celestine K. (19th) 

Anniversaries: (none this week) 

 

  



-- Announcements -- 
 

Adult Sunday School Hour (9:15 am)  
Romans (with Pastor Ben) – Schemm Family Life Center (Gym) 

God’s Word for Today: 1, 2, & 3 John (Small Group) – Basement Meeting Room 

A Walk Through the Bible (Women’s Group) – Meeting Room near Gym 

 

Children/Youth Sunday School Hour (9:15 am)  
Children (Pre-K through 6th grade) – Upstairs Education Wing 

Youth (7th-12th grades) – Basement Youth Room 

 

Pastor’s Midweek Bible Study  
The Book of Daniel – Thursdays at 7 PM – Basement 

(This class does NOT meet on the first Thursday of each month.) 

 

Lent 
Beginning on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 22), join us on Wednesdays for a Lent Meal at 6 PM 

and our Lent Midweek Worship service at 7 PM. Free devotion books are available at the 

back of the sanctuary, courtesy of Lutheran Hour Ministries. 

 

District Ash Wednesday Offering 

The annual Kansas District Ash Wednesday Offering supports scholarships for future 

church workers and education loan repayment grants for active church workers.  

Last year, we were able to award over $80,000 in scholarships and repayment 

grants, with nearly $28,000 of which was raised in the Ash Wednesday 

Offering. On behalf of our grateful recipients, THANK YOU!   

You can participate in this year’s offering by sending a gift directly to the district. 

Contribute online (kslcms.org/donate) or send a check (LCMS Kansas District, 1000  

SW 10th Ave., Topeka, KS, 66604) with the designation, “Ash Wednesday Offering.” 

 

Valentine’s Day Card Service Project – TODAY! 
Join us in the gym after worship services on Sunday, Feb. 12th – we will be making 

Valentines for both our homebound/shut-in members as well as residents of local care 

facilities. Lunch and craft supplies will be provided. All ages & skill-levels are welcome! 

 

Harvesters – DATE CHANGE! 
Harvesters had an abundance of volunteers signed up for Feb. 21st (our original date),  

so we are now changing our volunteer night to Tuesday, February 28th from 5:30 to 

7:30 PM. Please RSVP to Amanda if you would like to join us! 

 



-- Announcements -- 
 

Bible Reading Challenge 
We’re almost through the first quarter of our Bible Reading Challenge! Are you on track 

to finish the entire Bible in one year? Beginning on Sunday, Feb. 26th, those who are up 

to date on their reading may bring the Q1 completion slip (from the back page of your 

reading calendar) to church to redeem for your first quarterly prize – a free scoop from 

Culver’s Frozen Custard! 

 

Muffins for Missions Bake Sale 
Mark your calendar – our Muffins for Missions bake sale will be the morning of Sunday, 

February 26th. Our goal this year is to raise $1000 for Lifeline Pregnancy Center here in 

Topeka. (At last year’s bake sale, we raised nearly $700 – so this isn’t an impossible 

number!) If we meet that goal, we will also receive $1000 in matching funds from the 

Kansas District LCMS Office, and then we can apply to match that $2000 through the 

Synod’s Life Grant – making a potential grand total of $4000 for Lifeline!  

Sign up to bring baked goods on the bulletin board in the coffee lobby. 

 

TLS Kindergarten Step-Up Day 
If you have child entering kindergarten in Fall 2023, join us for Step-Up Day at  

Topeka Lutheran School on Saturday, Feb. 25th. Contact the TLS office to sign up.  

A generous donor has waived enrollment fees for those who commit before Apr. 15th!  

 

Remembered in our Prayers 
Charlie P., Luke H., Don L., Jerry M., Jean (Pauline C.’s sister), Judy (Colleen B.’s 

neighbor), Noel (Colleen B.’s brother), Melanie (Sharon L.’s daughter), Ella (Marsha S.’s 

granddaughter), Vikki N., Matt N., Virginia C., Evelyn (mother of Sandy S.), Ted M., 

Garry N., Mark (Carol J.’s friend), Wayne B., David (Sondra K.’s son), Kim (friend of the 

Micheels), Dick H., Penny (Marty K.’s coworker’s wife), Betty H., Burnell M., Dorothy 

(Wayne K.’s sister-in-law), Nick (Hannah M.’s cousin), Chris G., Sharon H., Lila N., 

Mike (Shawn H.’s friend), Darleen C., Kendra M., Brandon B., Dennis L., and others 

named in your heart. Pray for the Topeka Rescue Mission, Chelsea Irwin and 

missionaries around the world. We pray especially for those around the world being 

persecuted for their faith in the one, true God and the suffering they endure. Please 

continue to pray for Pastor Ben, DCE Amanda, our staff and their families as they do 

our Lord’s work here at Christ Lutheran. We pray for the staff and students of Topeka 

Lutheran School and the Jr. Wildcats. We also pray for those who serve in the armed 

forces, first responders, and for our country and government. Prayers of thanksgiving for 

our Lord and Savior and the new life we have in Him. 

 

  



  



  



 

Christ Sets Life Before Us so that We Can Walk in His Ways 

 

The God who reveals Himself in His incarnate Son promises life and blessing to all who 

obey His commandments “by loving the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by 

keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules” (Deut. 30:16). However, we 

are “people of the flesh” and “infants in Christ” (1 Cor. 3:1), among whom “there is 

jealousy and strife” (1 Cor. 3:3). Jesus must instruct us against the human ways of 

anger, adultery, divorce and false witness (Matt. 5:21–37), because all who live in these 

ways “shall surely perish” (Deut. 30:18). On the cross, He died to forgive our sins and 

free us from the ways of curse and death. Since Jesus Christ is our “life and length of 

days” (Deut. 30:20), we can be reconciled to our brother, live in chastity and marital 

faithfulness, and speak with honesty. He who serves from His cross also offers His gift of 

reconciliation at His altar, and we can be at peace with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ who are “God’s field, God’s building” (1 Cor. 3:9). 
 
 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

 

Worship Attendance – Sunday, Feb. 5th    
8:00 AM -- 71 

10:30 AM -- 101 
 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

 

 

Stewardship Corner 
 

 Budgeted Weekly Needs:     $     8,945 

 Offerings Received – Week of 2/5   $   10,555 
 

  

 Budgeted Needs (January 2023)   $   44,725 

 Offerings Received (January 2023)   $   32,168 
 

***** 
 

 

1 Corinthians 3:7 – “So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, 

but only God who gives the growth.” Isn’t that the truth! And it’s not just true about 

preachers like Paul, but about all of us throughout the Christian life. God can do such 

wonderful things with our feeble efforts. This is so very true of our gifts to the Lord’s 

work in the church. From His generous giving to us, we learn to give generously. The 

Lord then blesses this response to His grace in turn. He uses our very giving to bless us 

in the church where we hear of His gracious generosity to us. And the cycle repeats, and 

the Lord gives growth!  


